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has a fundamental role to address public
safety issues,” Verner says. “Government
also needs to help with economic devel-
opment, workforce and other affordable
housing which are key if we're to contin-
ue to be competitive in the marketplace.”
The Spokane City Council is currently
crafting a tenant relocation ordinance;
Verner says she likes the concept but
will see what the Council creates before
endorsing it.

While Spokane is poised to begin
solving its housing dilemma, Coeur
d’Alene and Kootenai County have
already begun. The Lake City Develop-
ment Corporation recently formed a
subcommittee called Kootenai Perspec-
tives to find a solution to North Idaho’s
growing housing affordability problem.
Kootenai Perspectives is comprised of
representatives from Coeur d’Alene, Post
Falls, Hayden, Kootenai County, the
Panhandle Health District, local school
districts and the private sector.

Coeur d’Alene City Councilman and
Kootenai Perspectives member Mike
Kennedy says the group began seek-
ing solutions when a recent housing
consultant’s report showed that Koo-
tenai County is short 1,800 affordable
workforce-housing units. A low-income
housing project using federal money was
already in the pipeline so Kennedy says
the group decided to focus on efforts to
ensure that teachers, firefighters, police
officers, government workers — regular
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citizens — can live near where they work.
“I don’t want to be Sun Valley where
service workers are driving two hours for
a $9 an hour job,” he says.

Two ideas are being vetted: A Land
Trust and a Housing Home Equity
Partnership Fund. The non-profit Land
Trust would purchase property for new
home construction, which Kennedy
says should reduce building costs. The
property will stay with the Trust but the
homes could eventually be sold with the
owner retaining the equity. The Housing
Home Equity Partnership Fund would
partner with the Idaho Housing and
Finance Association to provide up to
$50,000 for a “soft second” mortgage.
The idea is to close the financing gap for
those who cannot qualify for mortgages
because of a lack of affordable houses in
Kootenai County. Owners would have
to live in the homes for at least five years

before being able to sell; the $50,000

would then be repaid to the fund so it
could be re-loaned. The homeowner keeps
the balance. :

Kennedy says these ideas should also be
considered in Eastern Washington. “It’s
only getting more important that we work
on these projects together,” he says. “This
issue cuts across all sorts of party and eco-
nomic lines. Everyone has the same end
goal in mind.”

“I'm excited that Spokane can do what
people say we can’t do,” says Kiemle and
Hagood’s Larry Soehren. “We're lucky to
live in a community where people say we
can figure out a solution.” But he and oth-
ers say the community cannot stop look-
ing for permanent answers just because a
short-term crisis was avoided. Compla-

A view of The Otis Hotel on the edge
of the Davenport Arts District in
downtwon Spokane. The residents of
the building spent the summer and
fall trying to find new low-income
housing, which proved to be difficult.
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cency and failing to take advantage of the
current momentum to find permanent
answers could push the community back
to where it was a year ago. It happened
before when the energy generated by Expo
74 was allowed to wane and downtown
began to wither.

“We still need to be attracting people
who want to live and work here — higher
housing costs could mean those folks will
go somewhere else,” Soehren says. “The
voices of the community must demand
that it happen.” H

1obby Hatley is a former broadcast journal-
ist —turned communications consultant. He
lives and works in downtown Spokane.
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